
8 Techniques To Develop New And Interesting 
Chord Changes

Your top priority in songwriting is to write great melodies and lyrics. Yet many 
songwriters begin writing with a chord progression. Therefore, it makes sense 
to spend as little time as possible coming up with chord progressions and put 
the bulk of your time and energy into writing memorable melodies and 
interesting lyrics.

To help you get started, here are eight techniques to develop new and 
interesting chord changes... fast. Pick one and begin writing.

1. Stick with I-IV-V

It may not be new, but I-IV-V doesn't have to be uninteresting. There's a 
reason why these chords are so fundamental to our harmony. So master 
them. Use their constraints to challenge your songwriting ability.

2. Copy another song's chord changes

Just take a look at the top 10 in the past 10 years and you'll find a long 
list of songs that use the same chord progressions. The chord changes to 
Prince's Purple Rain have been used before and after many, many times. 
The challenge then becomes how to write a unique melody over these 
chord progressions.

3. Copy another song's chord changes and modify them

You can modify the color of the chords (major/minor/dominant 7/major 
7/etc.). You can modify the rhythm of the chord changes by making them 
faster or slower or by syncopating them. You can play the chords 
backwards or start in the middle. The options are endless.

4. Create a chord progression mashup

Take two or more songs and then combine their chord progressions. You 
can cut them up, play them simultaneously or play them sequentially. 
Again, there are countless choices available to you.
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5. Write a modal progression

Modal progressions—made popular by Miles Davis (Kind of Blue)—are a 
very easy place to start. The most common modes to begin with are 
mixolydian and dorian (Check Wikipedia if you don't know your modes). If 
you're going to stay in a single mode throughout a single song section, 
the challenge is to make the melody interesting enough to sustain the 
listener's interest. And if all of your song sections are going to be in the 
same mode, the challenge is to make each section contrast.

6. Write a blues

The blues doesn't have to sound like the blues. There's no point in trying 
to be another Robert Johnson. Just listen to Prince's Kiss or U2's When 
Love Comes To Town.

7. Dig into other genres

Classical music is an endless supply of time-tested music to recycle. 
Sting's Russians is a great example of a song that is based on Prokofiev's 
"Lieutenant Kije" Suite.

8. Use music software

Band in a Box will create chord changes for you and there is other music 
software that will generate ideas to work with. Search the internet for free 
music software.

Whatever technique you choose, the point is to pick a chord progression quickly 
so you can begin writing melodies and lyrics. Chord progressions can evolve as 
you write your song so there's no reason to fret over your choice. Just don't let 
anything stop you from writing.
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